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hundreds of millions of children and adults visit science 
centres across europe, asia, north america, latin america, 
australia, and other regions yearly. their programming is 
diverse; visitors of all ages engage in science through short-
term school and family excursion experiences, as well as 
intensive long-term programs and partnerships. although 
science centres have asserted they play a critical role in sup-
porting public science learning, and there is evidence demon-
strating their contribution (e.g., asDc, 2008; astc, nD; bell et 
al., 2009; falk & needham, 2011; mccreedy & Dierking, 2013; 
salmi, 2002), comprehensive data supporting these claims 
are limited. most investigations have involved single institu-
tions and/or self-selected populations with limited general-
izability. robust evidence is sparse and little comprehensive 
international data exists. 
 the international science centre impact study (iscis), 
a self-funded collaboration of 17 science centres from 13 
countries was designed to remedy this situation. (see table). 
the goal of the research was to determine if, how, and under 
what circumstances science centre experiences contribute 
to the publics’: 
1.  knowledge and understanding of science and 

technology; 
2.  interest in science and technology; 
3.  engagement with science and technology both in and 

outside of formal education and the workplace; 
4.  creativity and problem solving abilities; and, 
5.  adoption of science and technology-related vocations 

and avocations.

institution Country adult youth Total

canada science and technology museum canada 250 250 500
heureka finland 379 336 715
international centre for life uK 424 384 808
maloka colombia 406 469 875
patricia and phillip frost museum of science usa 256 253 509
museo interactivo de economía (miDe) mexico 384 384 768
national museum of natural science taiwan 521 590 1111
national museum of science and technology sweden 287 319 606
ontario science centre canada 250 250 500
pavilion of Knowledge–ciência viva portugal 321 319 640
questacon australia 381 278 659
science centre singapore singapore 412 333 745
science north canada 385 322 707
technopolis, the flemish science centre belgium 388 382 770
telus spark canada 392 253 645
universeum sweden 258 308 566
vilvite–bergen science centre norway 395 362 757

total  6,089 5,792 11,881

I n S t I t u t I o n S  a n d  S a m p l E  S I z E S

Methodology
given the complex and cumulative nature of science learning, 
we utilized an “epidemiological” research approach rather 
than a randomized control trial (rct) approach. rct designs 
involve randomly assigning subjects to a “treatment” and a 
“control” group. learning in and from science centres does 
not lend itself well to this approach, particularly if the goal is 
to understand a wide range of outcomes over long periods of 
time. in the real and messy world of science centre learning, 
it is nearly impossible to appropriately define or delimit the 
possible “effect” of learning sufficiently to ensure that result-
ing outcomes are solely the result of using a science centre. 
all users arrive, most often in social groups, with pre-existing 
interests, knowledge, opinions, and motivations, all which 
directly influence learning (falk & Dierking, 2013). likewise, 
learners build their understanding and appreciation for sci-
ence and technology over time using multiple resources (falk 
& needham, 2013). 
 epidemiological research designs deal with just such 
complexities by utilizing large samples and sophisticated 
correlational statistics to analyze and distinguish between 
competing factors and relationships (rothman, 2002). the 
results from an epidemiological study do not support caus-
al statements such as, “as a result of a science centre expe-
rience, this individual youth became more interested in sci-
ence.” instead such an approach enables an investigator to 
state with specific statistical certainty that certain factors 
do or do not contribute to an outcome: “individual youth 
who used science centres were significantly more likely to 
be science and technology literate and engaged people.”

By 
John h. Falk, lynn D. Dierking, 

Mark neeDhaM,
OregOn State UniverSity, USa 
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project researchers, working in collaboration with cooper-
ating science centres developed, pilot tested and admin-
istered a questionnaire in each of the 17 communities to a 
large sample representative of each community – children 
ages 14–15 and adults ages 18 and over (table). the re-
search team used local census data (percentages of peo-
ple of particular ages, gender, race-ethnicities, annual in-
comes, etc. living in the country/region/city) to determine 
the percentages of “types” of people to be included in the 
sample.1 roughly half of the 14- to 15-year-old children 
(47%) and less than half of all adults (44%) in the combined 
sample had visited one of the science centres at least once 
during their lifetime. all instruments, entry and analysis 
forms, training and data analysis were implemented by the 
research team. all data were collected and entered by insti-
tution staff, volunteers or contractors. Data were collected 
over the first six months of 2013; during analysis all data 
were weighted by age and income census data from each of 
the 17 communities to ensure as close an approximation to 
a random sample as possible. 

Findings

Results strongly support the contention 
that individuals who use science centres are 

significantly more likely to be science and 
technology literate and engaged citizens. 

specifically:
- for both children and adults, using science centres 

significantly correlated with increased: science and 
technology knowledge and understanding; science and 
technology interest and curiosity; engagement with 
and interest in science as a school subject (children); 
engagement with science and technology-related ac-
tivities out-of-school; and personal identity and confi-
dence in science and technology. in other words, individ-
uals who used science centres had a greater likelihood 
than those with no or limited science centre experience 
to understand and be interested in science and technol-
ogy, have an enhanced science and technology identity, 
and be more likely to engage in scientific behaviors.  

- although results were strong for both youth ages 14-15 
and adults 18 and above, the effect sizes were almost 

universally stronger for adults, suggesting that the 
magnitude of the difference in these measures between 
science centre users and those who do not use them or 
do so infrequently, was most pronounced for adults. 

- the more frequent, the longer, and the more recent the 
science centre experience, the greater the likelihood of 
these outcomes. 

- for adults in general and children relative to interest and 
curiosity, there was a threshold effect with the strong-
est correlations seen when individuals engaged be-
tween two and four times a year, but not more. similarly, 
correlations were relatively flat for experiences up to 
four hours, but then increased markedly after five hours.

- in general, using a science centre increased the likeli-
hood of significant effects regardless of the specifics of 
the experience. the major exception was adults whose 
typical science centre experience was a school field trip; 
they reported minimal impacts. 

like any research, this study raises as many questions as it 
answers. probably the major question, given that there were 
strong correlations between science and technology interest 
and the other key outcome variables is whether self-selec-
tion was a factor – did positive science and technology out-
comes emerge because of science centre experiences or did 
they merely arise because people predisposed to these out-
comes disproportionately visit science centres? although we 
suspect that both explanations are likely true (and equally 
valuable), as stated earlier, epidemiological research designs 
do not answer these types of causal questions. 

What the study does provide however  
is strong evidence, based on a large  

representative international sample  
that the presence of one or more healthy and  
active science centres within a community,  

region, or country represents a vital  
mechanism for creating and/or maintaining  

a scientifically and technologically informed, 
engaged and literate public.  

These institutions do make a difference.

to learn more contact John falk: 
falkj@science.oregonstate.edu
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nottingham, uK: 
Students sharpen their science skills 

at 3-2-1-Ignition*, a science pop up shop 
located in a mall. 

the shop was a pilot activity within 
the plaCES project.
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london, "the challenges of social exclusion/inclu-
sion are not new. yet to date, despite many thou-
sands of 'interventions', science centres and mu-
seums are still visited by a socially narrow 'public'. 
we must think critically about why and how social 
exclusion happens and why it is so resilient." 

her conclusion is somewhat pessimistic. but there 
is a positive element: today we are thinking crit-
ically. good signs are, for example, the choice to 
devote to “science communication for social in-
clusion and political engagement” the 2014 con-
ference of the public communication of science 
and technology (pcst) network, the attention to 
social inclusion in the places local action plans 
(www.openplaces.eu) or the founding within fp7 
of projects spanning science in society and the 
social inclusion agendas, such as sis-catalyst. 
looking back at programmes of past ecsite 
annual conferences gives a clear feeling of an 
emerging trend: social inclusion was an absent 
topic in 2007, but starting from 2012 - equity & 
inclusion (ei) becomes a keyword category in the 
sessions. in 2014 at least seven sessions are di-
rectly devoted to social inclusion.

The annual conference is an excellent 
observable, so let’s give it a closer look. 
in the past, social inclusion was mainly focusing 
on visitors with disabilities, or on gender issues. 
inclusion of people from low socioeconomic 
backgrounds usually comes through specific 
programmes such as “bringing science to risky 
audiences”, to quote the title of the 2010 ecsite  
session on science activities with prisoners and 
small crimes committers, chaired by giulia de 
martini and involving guglielmo maglio, barbara 
streicher, Demitra lelingu. 
 in 2009, together with paola rodari, sally 
Duensing and melissa gilmore, we organised a 
session on the role of explainers in facing social 
diversities (“face(s) to face diversities”). in 2010, 
Justin Dillon and emily Dawson presented a ses-
sion entitled, “science to all: bringing in ‘hard 
to reach’ communities” (with sue cavell and 
flora paparou). one element begins to emerge: 
reflections on inclusion should not just concern 
special programmes, but also our day-to-day 
activities. this becomes the focus of another 
interactive session in 2012 - “challenges and 

Science is not the same everywhere. 
Science is not the same for everyone. 

What is not universal 
nor objective is the meaning of science 

for the people who encounter it. 
and at the hearth of the science centres’ 

activity there is not science, but the 
encounter of visitors with what they 

perceive as science.

science is a noble form of knowledge and can 
be a wonderful way to produce changes in the 
world and in people’s lives, but we should not 
forget that for a lot of people ‘science’ is es-
sentially the main instrument by which they 
were defined as bad students during their 
school years, thus determining their progres-
sion in higher education, thus determining 
their social status, unless other socially deter-
mined factors (family, cultural environment) 
help correct the trajectory. of course this is 
not a good definition of science. but it is not 
a misperception either. it is a reality. and the 
problem is that differences in the perception 
of science are not equally distributed socially. 
in high socioeconomic environments, ‘science’ 
is mainly an opportunity of success; in low so-
cioeconomic environments, ‘science’ is mainly 
an instrument of differentiation and selection 
(warning of simplification: socioeconomic sta-
tuses are extremely complex and articulated, 
and we should always be careful not to trivi-
alize them…). are science centres capable of 
playing a role in counteracting this tendency? 
are we successful in democratizing the access 
to scientific knowledge and its impacts? 
 according to emily Dawson, who studies so-
cial inclusion in science centres at King’s college 

Matteo Merzagora
TRACES-ESPGG, PARiS, FRAnCE

The challenges of social exclusion/
inclusion are not new. yet to 
date, despite many thousands of 
'interventions', science centres and 
museums are still visited by a socially 
narrow 'public'. 
we must think critically about why 
and how social exclusion happens and 
why it is so resilient.
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opportunities of social inclusion”, with andrea 
bandelli, emily Dawson and holly hasted. 
framing social inclusion not only as a problem, but 
also as an opportunity is another important step 
forward. asked to comment on the outcome of the 
2012 session, holly stresses that “an important 
first step is to reflect on moments in our own lives 
where we enjoyed privileges - either by virtue of 
personal attributes (such as gender or intellectual 
aptitude) or circumstance (such as social class at 
birth) - that were completely beyond our control. 
only then can we acknowledge the randomness of 
exclusion and the urgency of inclusion." 
 this element of self-reflection was also at the 
core of a session that Jan riise, claire ribrault and 
myself presented in 2013: “science centres and 
social inclusion: are we really on the right track?”, 
in which we stimulated a reflection on the fact 
that if science centres are undoubtedly part of 
the solution, it does not mean they are not also 
part of the problem by unintentionally reinforcing 
mechanisms of exclusion through the way they 
define science, by the design of their exhibitions, 
by the nature of their programmes, etc. the need 
of “searching for innovative paths in social in-
clusion” was confirmed in another 2013 session 
with gérard cobut, nathalie caplet, and Katherin 
unterleitner, who introduced the wonderful pro-
ject of pop-up “knowledge rooms” in abandoned 
shops in the underprivileged areas of vienna. 

one element seems to accompany those reflec-
tions: misrepresenting the visitors and not al-
lowing them a voice are among the main factors 
that generate unintentional exclusion mecha-
nisms. a simple, personal story can illustrate 
this. at espace des sciences, pierre-gilles de 
gennes hosted a few sessions of the inprofooD 
project, in which teenagers discussed food and 
health issues through a playDecide activity (for 
more on this, read “Digesting big issues with se-
rious games” by maria Zolotonosa, also in this 
issue of spokes). we ran some sessions with 
groups drawn from underprivileged areas in the 
northern suburbs of paris. at one moment, two 
groups of teenagers got upset: one of the cards 
suggested obesity affects particular teenagers 
from underprivileged milieux. that is: them. but 
none of them, and very few of the people living 
in their community, were overweight: a tempo-
rary loss of trust resulted, as the teens perceived 
that the knowledge presented by science did not 
match their direct knowledge (the youth were 
mainly of south-mediterranean origin, observing 
a quite healthy food tradition). luckily, a discus-
sion-based activity such as playDecide allowed 
them to express their feelings, and we agreed to 
suggest that the game’s authors revise that par-
ticular card. but how would they have felt if, as in 
an exhibition, no space was available to express 
their opinions and nobody was there to listen? 
that presentation of science, by misrepresenting 
and not listening to their objections, would have 
reinforced the mechanisms of exclusion from 
knowledge-based activities and careers of which 

they are already victims. together with specific 
programmes devoted to reaching difficult audi-
ences, removing unintentional exclusion mech-
anisms from our offer appears to be a key chal-
lenge in the evolution of science centres. 
looking at this year’s ecsite annual conference 
programme, the feeling is that — thanks to the 
people mentioned above, and many more — we 
are indeed on the right track. social inclusion 
will be treated in the group (training explain-
ers to facilitate social inclusion) pre-conference 
workshop at the ecsite annual conference 2014 
in the hague, netherlands, and in at least six 
other sessions: 
- explainers and social inclusion 
- science centres and museums: 
 inclusiveness for social change
- from liquid nitrogen to social inclusion:
 the evolving identity of science events
- towards a ‘competent rebellion’:
 social inclusion and innovation in science
 communication
- science centres unplugged: 
 the pop-up experience 
- unusual suspects: bringing science
 engagement to marginalized groups. 
 ¶

“an important first step is to reflect 
on moments in our own lives 
where we enjoyed privileges - either 
by virtue of personal attributes 
(such as gender or intellectual 
aptitude) or circumstance (such 
as social class at birth) - that were 
completely beyond our control. 
only then can we acknowledge 
the randomness of exclusion and 
the urgency of inclusion.”
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Visitors and architects design 
the city of the future, 

The Hague, the netherlands. 
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Teenagers debate 
during a PlayDecide discussion 

game in Paris, France. 
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In deep deliberation over European 
food issues at a PlayDecide game 
in Paris, France. 

the young generation 
is very focused on 
technology and social 
media, they are not so keen 
on talking to each other 
anymore, especially on 
topics such as food and 
health. Discussion games 
can be seen as a great 
tool for improving their 
communication skills. 
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digesting big 
issues with serious 

games
Maria Zolotonosa

EcsitE, BrussEls, BElgium

“offer healthy options in vending machines and equip them with fingerprint scanners to make sure 
people don’t only choose unhealthy foods” – this is one of the suggestions to fight obesity that came 
out of the new playDecide on healthy diet and lifestyle. seventeen science centres in 11 countries 
evenly spread throughout europe engaged with young people in a uniformly designed playDecide 
game developed by ecsite as part of the inprofooD project. 
 the discussion game addressed tough food issues such as eating disorders, education, food waste 
and personal accountability for food choices. the overarching question posed was: who is responsible 
for rising obesity in europe and who must correct the problem - government or consumer? almost 
3,000 young europeans played. the majority of them believe that decisions and choices related to 
lifestyles should be left to the citizens and it is their own responsibility to be healthy. however, gov-
ernments also play a major role and should help citizens by regulating certain areas. young people 
strongly believe in the need to invest in food education from an early age and urge the inclusion of 
nutrition-based subjects in school curricula.
 usually the only outcome of playDecides is a vote on four suggested policy positions. however, 
for the purposes of inprofooD organisers were also asked to report on additional aspects such as 
descriptions of discussions and any proposed solutions to problems. all of this information has been 
compiled and will be fed back to eu policymaking. 
 in light of the eu shift toward responsible research and innovation, will dialogue activities such 
as playDecide become even more popular and more widely used by policymakers to engage citizens, or 
is there a need for a new format? i caught up with three institutions that ran playDecide to gauge their 
views on the subject.

John h. Falk, 
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what are the benefits of serious games  
for your institution?
MassIMIlIano: i can see a big benefit for the 
schools and the teachers. they were amazed to 
see some students, who usually don’t take active 
roles in class, engage and interact. the benefit for 
our institution was to have the opportunity to bet-
ter understand the playDecide game. we were fa-
miliar with the format, but never dealt with it on a 
continuous basis. this time having the same topic 
over and over again, gave us the opportunity to get 
deeper into the format. we were able to find out 
what worked best for each group. 
BEcky: the fact that the activity was funded al-
lowed us to offer free experience to schools and 
offer something different to what we usually of-
fer. another benefit was working with other cen-
tres for example the centre for life. for us being 
in the uK, we often feel a bit separated from the 
rest of europe and we appreciate being part of 
the bigger network and project. 
JElEna: croatia is quite young in the field of 
science communication. the inprofooD activity 
made schools and universities see us as a quality 
partner in science communication. we have not 
worked with them before, so it enabled us to form 
partnerships and connections. the game made a 

very good impression on teachers because they 
found it innovative and they recognised its value 
in facilitating the exchange of ideas among young 
people. the young generation is very focused 
on technology and social media, they are not so 
keen on talking to each other anymore, especial-
ly on topics such as food and health. Discussion 
games can be seen as a great tool for improving 
their communication skills. 

how did your visitors  
respond to the inprofooD  
playDecide games? 
M: my first impression was that youth really en-
joyed playing the games and we need more of this 
kind of activities in schools. we are not a muse-
um, so we ran all the activities in schools. from 
the point of view of the explainer going into a 
classroom, i can say that students really need ac-
tivities about society. i felt like we were a bridge 
between scientific topics and real life. we were 
discussing things that they experiment with in 
private life, but not in schools. 
B: everyone enjoyed it a lot. being able to real-
ly say what they think was important. it caught 
them by surprise to be able to say what they 
wanted. sometime students didn’t seem to know 

here in croatia 
we don’t have 
a feeling that 
our opinion 
matters. 
if we had these 
kinds of public 
discussions, 
in much broader 
settings, such 
perceptions 
could be 
changed. 
we would start 
caring about 
what’s going on 
around us. 

MassiMiliano Trevisan
PsiQUaDro

PerUgia, iTaly

Becky Davies
Formal learning oFFicer

at Bristol, Bristol, Uk

 Jelena FilipaJ
executive Director

aQuiS, Zagreb, croatia
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what they thought, so playDecide enabled them 
to start exploring what they actually think. 
students responded very well to the idea of feed-
ing eu policy. we don’t often feel part of europe. 
students don’t ever get heard on that level. 
J: students were surprised that someone cares 
about their opinion. they are not used to be-
ing part of public discussions; it is very rare in 
croatia. they definitely liked discussing and they 
would like to do it more often, also on other top-
ics. we didn’t present the activity as a “game” we 
said it’s a public discussion, not a game. 

would you use this kind of game  
on a different topic?  
if so, which topic do you think could be 
relevant/ interesting?
M: yes, i think so. i personally like the topic of 
public transportation. in perugia we have some 
issues with transport, so it could be appreciat-
ed to have a discussion on this topic. perhaps 
playDecide could engage mixed groups: young 
people and adults; those who drive and those 
who don’t. 
B: i would use the format again. what i like about 
the format is that it enables people to discuss 
without having any previous knowledge on the 
topic. it’s a nice way of making participants re-
laxed, it works great. any controversial topic is 
quite good.
J: certainly. some of the hot topics in croatia, 
especially among youth, are gender equality and 
homosexuality. we had a referendum about ho-
mosexuality and it was very interesting to see 
how this topic divided the society. young people 
become more and more conservative. the ques-
tion is why? Discussion games could help us bet-
ter understand their point of view. 

what were the logistics?  
was it easy to organise?
B: yes, it was easy to organise. we have links with 
secondary schools, they know us well. it was a 
matter of getting in touch and asking them if they 
wanted to get involved. they were really keen. 

which demographic group respond  
best to these kinds of activities?  
why?
M: i think this topic is very important for immi-
grants. they don’t have the parental connec-
tion, many of them have lost the tradition, so 
they have bigger risk factors. in the sessions we 
organised about 1/3 of the participants were 
second generation immigrants. they were very 
involved and they often brought up examples of 
eating junk food on a regular basis, etc. 
B: i think it can be used with all sort of groups– 
our group was mostly 14-15 years old, they 
spoke a lot about the transition from primary 
to secondary school. ‘we used to be in primary 
school and we couldn’t choose what to eat, and 
now we are ‘grown-ups’ and we can choose.” in 
general i think the format would work for any-
body. i used it with adults and elderly. some of 
them had well-formed opinions but they could 
look into exploring new areas .
J: the game is suitable for all kinds of people even 
children. primary school children like to discuss. 
with some adaptations, these types of activities 
could be very popular. 

what would you do differently?
M: sometimes i felt that the target group we 
chose (13-14 years old) was maybe too young 
to understand the complexity of the topic. i had 

To download the game or 
check out the results, visit: 
www.playdecide.eu 

the impression some of them didn’t grasp the im-
portance of the project. so i would have chosen a 
slightly older target group. 
B: teachers thought that timing was difficult due 
to set school hours. so i would work on a way to 
extend the timing. some vocabulary was a little 
too technical, so i would adapt that more.

what should be done with  
the data collected from the games?  
can it be applied somehow?
M: it would be really nice to organise a final event 
explaining the data and showing the results at 
schools for example. there is not enough data 
to do a scientific publication, as one needs to be 
trained in the interpretation of the data. 
B: i think the idea of gathering peoples’ opinion 
and feeding into policy really excited both the 
students and myself. if this is to be a method 
where you can gather opinions and feed into 
high-level policy, what format would we use? 
how should we collect and summarise the data? 
the voting at the end works quite well, but how 
do you summarise the rest? 
J: the data can definitely be used for social re-
search, presented to governments, health in-
stitutions, ngos related to topics. in croatia 
we thought it would be good to approach the 
ministry of education as these kinds of activi-
ties should be included in curricula, as it’s very 
important that students share their opinions 
about different topics. especially when it comes 
to topics related to education or democracy. 
here in croatia we don’t have a feeling that our 
opinion matters. if we had these kinds of public 
discussions, in much broader settings, such per-
ceptions could be changed. we would start car-
ing about what’s going on around us. ¶
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an unFoRgETTaBlE 
conFEREncE
for over two decades, the world’s most renowned 
science communication professionals have gath-
ered at the ecsite annual conference and set the 
precedent for europe’s leading science commu-
nication event. the event tells a story of expo-
nential growth in the science engagement field. 
in 2000, the conference attracted 300 people; by 
2013 attendance had increased to 1,050 attend-
ees from 50 different countries. a sophisticated 
programme, diverse delegates, and unparalleled 
networking potential make the conference a cor-
nerstone of the science communication field in 
europe and the rest of the world. members bene-
fit from a reduced fee.

Pan-EuRoPEan collaBoRaTIons
ecsite leads diverse european commission-funded 
collaborative projects that give members the 
chance to empower themselves and become 
players on the european stage. more than 100 
ecsite members are currently taking on over 
160 opportunities in ecsite’s projects. members 
are offered special opportunities to engage in 
ecsite’s eu projects where they get the chance to 
shine on the international stage and acquire last-
ing skills and contacts. ecsite’s project managers 
offer a wealth of support to members from a pro-
ject’s start to finish.

connEcTIng lEaDERs
the ecsite Directors forum is ecsite’s high-level 
intimate networking and inspirational learning 
event exclusive to full member directors and sen-
ior management. the occasion gathers about 50 
professionals from across europe which offers 
inspirational keynote speakers and strategy ses-
sions on the future of the network. it’s a good rea-
son to become a full member of ecsite.

THEMaTIc cooPERaTIon
thematic groups develop organically from within 
our membership, fuelled by the energy and pro-
fessional interests of members. the space group, 
supported by the european space agency (esa), 
cross-fertilizes space communication between 
science centres, museums, national space agen-
cies, research institutions, universities, and in-
dustrial companies. the group works to profes-
sionalize the science explainer’s role, the nature 
group tackles issues related to protecting the 
biosphere, and the rev group works to refine 
the self-reflexivity of the science communication 
field using research and evaluation.

sTaTIsTIcal InsIgHT
the ecsite stats tool on the ecsite website gath-
ers several pieces of data per year regarding 
the amount of space, numbers of visitors and 
finances of each member institution. having reli-
able and professionally-rendered statistics adds 
credibility to our network and professionalizes 
our advocacy for public engagement with science 
on regional, national and european levels, and 
allows members to compare themselves with 
others. the statistical information is for mem-
bers-only access and allows ecsite institutions 
to benchmark their growth and activities.
log in to your ecsite account to find out how you 
can add your statistics to ecsite stats! 
www.ecsite.eu/networkstatistics. 

DRIVEn By MEMBERs
full members of ecsite enjoy voting rights in our 
annual general meetings, held during each ecsite 
annual conference. members influence the govern-
ance and policy decisions that mark ecsite’s path. 
ecsite’s member opportunities span many themes 
and dimensions. this is your resource hub, your 
network and your chance to engage in science 
communication at the european level. the possi-
bilities are endless.

BEcoME a coRPoRaTE PaRTnER 
oF EcsITE: youR connEcTIon To 
40 MIllIon cITIzEns anD THE 
EuRoPEan coMMunITy oF scI-
EncE coMMunIcaToRs.
thanks to its reputation, professionalism and 
outreach, partnering with ecsite allows you to 
better achieve your organisation’s csr and pub-
lic engagement goals. ecsite offers tailor-made 
solutions for its corporate partners. for us, it’s 
all about listening to our partners to produce 
an exciting and creative partnership that will 
achieve our mutual goals. from giving you crea-
tive ideas and resources, to providing expertise 
and practical means to implement your projects, 
our project managers will be on hand to support 
you throughout our partnership.
contact: corporate@ecsite.eu

goT scIEncE ExHIBITIons, WIll 
TRaVEl 
extra is the epicentre for buying, lending or leas-
ing traveling science exhibitions. the tailor-made 
database contains dossiers on collections, 
hands-on, specimens, objects, models, exhibits, 
images, films, audio and science shows. new ex-
hibitions are uploaded each day to extra, which 
remains free of charge. www.extrascience.eu 
¶

Ecsite member 
services & opportunities
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every active member of ecsite has an 
institutional account on the ecsite website, 
www.ecsite.eu. this is the online portal from 
where members promote their activities, access 
resources and stay in the know about the 
science engagement field in europe. log on to 
the site and step in to your european network:
- The ecsite annual Conference website 
features a session proposal forum which 
is active prior to the closing of the call for 
proposals each year.
- spokes magazine ecsite’s quarterly 
publication, launched in 2013, is a fresh 
and timely resource in the european science 
engagement field. members are invited to 
share their events, exhibitions and resources 
in the “happenings” section. members are also 
welcome to suggest feature-length story ideas 
to communications@ecsite.eu. 
- the ecsite e-newsletter is broadcast monthly 
across the network and beyond. members can 

How can we help you?

Membership and general inquiries:  
info@ecsite.eu

communications inquiries: 
communications@ecsite.eu

Ecsite annual conference inquiries: 
corporate@ecsite.eu

use the e-news as a platform to showcase their 
news, events, exhibitions, jobs, competitions, 
reading recommendations and any other 
interesting items to communications@ecsite.
eu. the e-news goes out the 15th of each month.
- members are invited to display the ecsite 
logo on their own websites and publications. 
access the logo and user guidelines here: 
www.ecsite.eu/visual-identity 
- ecsite’s social media channels: 
add your voice to the conversation.

Twitter: @ecsite, #ecsite2014 (for the 
annual conference)
Facebook: find us by searching “ecsite, the 
european network of science centres and 
museums” and then “like” our page. members 
are encouraged to post their thoughts and 
links. 
linkedin: ecsite’s official group is called 
“science centres and museums in europe.” 
anyone can join.

get the most from 
ecsite’s communications 

channels.
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soundscapes
the new special exhibition features the world 
of sounds and tones, how they originate and 
how we perceive them. amazing sound spaces, 
over 40 new exhibits, sound sculptures and a 
vast array of hands-on experiments all render 
the phenomena of acoustics not only audible, 
but also tangible and visible. from april 2014, 
swiss science center technorama, winterthur, 
switzerland. www.technorama.ch

one thousand billion ants
fascinating yet familiar, what are they really? 
come and see living ant farms, with leafcut-
ter, colony-building and fungus-growing ants. 
wonder at the extraordinary way they organise 
themselves and the adaptability of the insect 
colonies that populate our environment from 
the soil to the treetops. 10 December 2013 to 28 
september, universcience, paris, france.  
www.universcience.fr

Robotic art [1]
watch a Ds car transform into an 18-metre-high 
totem! this is no science fiction – it’s robotic art! 
an exhibition that strikes a balance between art 
and technology and presents around a dozen 
spectacular works that are both enormous and, 
of course, robotic. 8 april 2014 - 4 January 2015, 
universcience, paris, france  
www.universcience.fr

aaaaaIR – light as a feather and  
heavy as a ton [2]
air is so much more than just plain “nothing”. 
this exhibition is focusing on the physical 
properties of air: what’s the air resistance of dif-
ferent objects? how strong is air pressure? is air 
capable of lifting heavy objects? these are just 
a few of the questions that will be answered. 
phæno, wolfsburg, germany, 23 march 2014 – 8 
february 2015. www.phaeno.com 
© phæno/matthias leitzke 

Robots Festival [3]
robots will take the reigns at phæno in wolfsburg 
for three days in may 2014. they will show 
tasks they might fulfil in the future as well as 
entertain the visitor with their surprising skills. 
phæno, wolfsburg, germany, 16-18 may 2014, 
www.phaeno.com  
© robotlab

'under construction!' Festival [4]
visitors are offered new building and engineer-
ing challenges: 'the sand bricksbox' where you 
can try various engineering techniques and 
imagination playground – an area with huge 
lightweight foam bricks. along with these we 
will offer a building workshop of the engineer's 
museum unit, developed by the Danish team, 
of an insulated shoe soles for walking in the 
desert, as well as the science demonstration, 
'why buildings Don't fall?' and many more 
fun building activities. 7-22 april 2014 the 
bloomfield science museum Jerusalem, israel, 
www.mada.org.il  
© pr – imagination playground

Mini Maker Faire in Technopolis
this is the first mini maker faire in belgium. 
makers will show visitors how to build a dancing 
robot or a robot snake, how to create art from 
rubbish, what you can do with 3D printers, how 
to make your very own lace and much more. 
technopolis, the flemish science center.  
april 26 - 27. http://mechelenmakerfaire.be/ 

Puro swing [5]
the pendulum, as simple as it may look, has 
had a profound impact on the history of 
science. it was key for the invention of mod-
ern time, provided the first proof of earth´s 
rotation and helped to clarify the evolution of 
reasoning in young kids. puro swing explores 
the secrets of pendular motion and includes 
spectacular exhibits like an harmonograph 
built with bowling balls or a coupled swing from 
which you wouldn’t dare jump off. casa de las 
ciencias, coruna, spain. http://es.mc2coruna.
org/2013/12/puro-swing.html 
© museos científicos coruñeses

Dóing 
this workshop experience combines the philos-
ophy of tinkering, marble machines and wind 
tubes with that of a makers lab with 3D printers, 
sewing machines and electronic devices. it’s 
all part of the maker culture at the pavilion of 
Knowledge – ciência viva, lisbon, portugal. 
www.pavconhecimento.pt 

ExHIBITIons & FEsTIVals
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REsouRcEsEVEnTs

1.
wladimiro boccali, mayor of 
perugia, italy, is one of many 
local policymakers to sign the 
places Declaration. 

25th Ecsite annual conference: People, Planet, 
Peace, 22-24 May 2014, The Hague, netherlands
innovation, problem-solving, progress, adapta-
tion, inclusion and resilience are terms asso-
ciated with scientific inquiry, but they are also 
necessities for life in the 21st century. science 
centres and museums channel the power and 
rationality of science to solidify their roles 
as socially inclusive and inspirational forums 
for learning. all speakers and conveners must 
register for the conference. save 20% between 8 
april and 7 may 2014. ecsite members who have 
paid their 2014 membership fees are eligible for 
discount rates. see you in the hague.  
www.ecsite.eu/annual_conference 

International school of science Journalism 5th 
course - The Digital World: computing, networks 
and us, Erice, Italy, 9-14 June 2014
the erice international school of science 
Journalism is aimed at science journalists, 
science communicators and students in science 
journalism and communication. in recent years, 
scientists and science journalists are more 
and more paying a critical attention to the way 
media cover science and innovation.  
http://ericescijc.wordpress.com/ 

Euroscience open Forum: science Building 
Bridges, copenhagen, Denmark, 21-26 June 
2014
grab this unique opportunity for leading scien-
tists, young researchers, students, entrepre-
neurs, policymakers, journalists and the general 
public to discuss new discoveries and debate 
the direction that research is taking in all the 
sciences. http://esof2014.org/ 

Developing successful museums, exhibitions 
and programmes: Four training courses - Ecsite 
members get a 20% fee reduction
Jcom masterclasses are international courses 
in different areas of the science communication 
field that will be held in trieste, italy, in fall 
2014. the four five-day courses can be attended 
independently and address the training needs 

connections: Inside the final year of the  
PlacEs project [1]
what happened when more than 60 cities col-
laborated to shape the european city of scientif-
ic culture? all ecsite members have been mailed 
a copy of this new publication which looks at 
the main outcomes and achievements of places 
– a four-year european project coordinated by 
ecsite. the infographics alone convey the sheer 
magnitude and diversity of this pan-european 
endeavor. Does your institution support local 
science communication policymaking? then 
make sure your city joins the more than 40 sig-
natories of the places Declaration:  
www.openplaces.eu/resources/places/81712 

Pop science
the i fucking love science facebook page (based 
on a blog of the same name) has 11 million fol-
lowers and will soon have even more – the con-
cept is soon to make its tv debut on the science 
channel as a 60-minute show hosted by craig 
ferguson. the blog’s originator, elise andrew, 
will serve as one of the show’s associate produc-
ers. www.iflscience.com 

TechnoFunding 
this is a “crowd funding” website for 
technological projects and inventions. “crowd 
funding” is the term used when people from 
all around the world decide to fund a certain 
project, idea or invention in order to bring it to 
life. people can fund as little as €1, $1 or £1 or as 
much as they like. collectively this all adds up, 
so the project creator may have the possibility 
to realize the project or invention. there is a 5% 
commission charged to projects that meet 100% 
or more of their funding goals.  
www.technofunding.com/index.php 

of museum middle and senior staff, explainers, 
scientists and curators, but also serve interests 
of designers, architects, managers of cultural 
institutions and governmental offices, and other 
professionals involved in science communica-
tion projects.
•	 Facilitating	the	debate	on	the	scientific	and	

technological progress: 1-5 september 2014
•	 Developing	successful	exhibitions: 15-19	

september 2014
•	 Developing	successful	museums	and	science	

centres: 27-31 october 2014
•	 Communicating	current	research	to	different	

audiences: 10-14 november 2014.  
the course fee is 750 euro. this sum is re-
duced by 20% (600 euro) for ecsite members.

http://jcom.sissa.it/masterclasses/ 

sixth International conference on science in 
society, Vancouver, canada, 10-11 october, 
2014
vancouver is the perfect place for the 2014 
science in society conference. science encom-
passes every aspect of our lives, from what we 
eat, what products we use, and the medicines 
we take, to how we communicate to each other. 
the study of this intersection between science 
and society is ideally suited for vancouver whose 
academic institutions are models of collabora-
tive work across scientific disciplines.  
http://science-society.com/ 

Ecsite Directors Forum 2014: Downloading the 
Future, Tartu, Estonia, 12-14 november 2014
ecsite will be welcoming Directors, ceos and 
upper management of full member institutions 
at science centre ahhaa for this year’s Directors 
forum. under the headline “Downloading the 
future” we will be discussing technology and 
leadership, creativity and innovation, uploading 
and downloading. everything you want to know 
– and should know – about the future! Discover 
the small and mysterious (but thoroughly futur-
istic) estonia and its scientific capital, tartu. 
www.ecsite.eu
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TogETHER, WE aRE goIng PlacEs [2]
european mayors expressed commitment 
to scientific culture by signing the places 
Declaration – a document based on the four 
years of dynamic work emerging from the 
places project (coordinated by ecsite) at the 
places of scientific culture conference hosted 
by universum science center in bremen, 
germany this march.
mayors and local officials from over 40 cities 
signed the Declaration on the occasion of an 
official signing ceremony. 

The current, and growing, list of signatory  
cities are:
aberdeen, united 
Kingdom
belgrade, serbia
birmingham, united 
Kingdom
bochum, germany
bremerhaven, 
germany
brussels, belgium
burgas, bulgaria
cologne, germany
cork, ireland
Dortmund, germany
Dublin, ireland
essen, germany
estremoz, portugal
florence, italy
genk, belgium
glasgow, united 
Kingdom
granada, spain
grenoble, france
groningen, 
netherlands
Jerusalem, israel
Kiel, germany
Klagenfurt, austria
lagos, portugal
luleå,sweden
magdeburg, germany

naples, italy
oliveira do bairro, 
portugal
perugia, italy
proenca-a-nova, 
portugal
riga, latvia
rovaniemi, finland
seville, spain
sønderborg, Denmark
sofia, bulgaria
teruel, spain
torino, italy
toulouse, france
trento, italy
tromso, norway
utrecht, netherlands
valencia, spain
vienna, austria
wroclaw, poland
Zagreb, croatia

there is lasting impact for places project 
participants – here’s what three city 
partnership administrators commented at the 
final conference: 
leonardo alfonsi, president, european science 
events association (eusea), representing perugia, 
italy: through places, perugia has created the 
first italian regional network for scientific culture 
– umbriascienza. we have also developed the 
places local action plan with our eye on becom-
ing the european capital of culture in 2019.
Jon rea, strategic lead for engagement 
and participation, nottingham city council, 
nottingham, uK: places made science 
communication an essential and integral part 
of our strategic plan for economic growth, 
innovation, and enterprise and job creation. 
young citizens are at the heart of our city 
partnership. we launched the world’s first pop-
up science shop to engage the public at street 
level – this gave us the opportunity to try out 
a new concept in science communication. as a 
result, we have a sustainable and scalable model 
that is being applied by partners across europe.
Tracey howe, Deputy chair, glasgow city of 
science, glasgow, uK: our city partnership 
aimed to connect people and organizations 
with an interest in science to add value and 
improve the lives of the citizens of glasgow. 
our glasgow city partnership has over 50 
stakeholder organizations. glasgow excels in 
a wide range of science including; renewable 
energy, laser physics, and cancer detection and 
treatment. acting as a coordinating organization 
for our partners, glasgow city of science has 
developed a portfolio of high profile projects 
that demonstrate our vision.
www.openplaces.eu 

EnTRancEs anD ExITs
Didier laval, ecsite project manager, who 
helped propel the space group to success and 
worked on projects including Kiics and Desire, 
will be moving on from ecsite at the end of 
april. taking his place beginning 1 may will be 
audrey korczyńska (akorczynska@ecsite.eu) 
who brings a wealth of science communication 
and on-the-floor science centre experience to 
the project manager role. 
emma wadland, communications manager, who 
developed ecsite’s annual report and spokes 
magazine, also bids farewell at the end of march 
to pursue a new opportunity in rome, italy. 
Julie Becker (communications@ecsite.eu) 
will bring her communications expertise and 
knowledge of exhibitions and museums to the 
role starting 1 april. 
mid-april will see the arrival of a business 
Development manager at ecsite, Pedro 
albuquerque, who comes via unicef in lisbon, 
portugal, where he honed experience and skill  
in financial development. 

scIEncE cEnTRE WoRlD  
suMMIT 2014 [3]
the outcomes of the summit result in the 
mechelen Declaration – an action plan for the 
international science centre field and their 
strategic partners to commit to concrete 
actions to enhance public engagement for a 
better world. this action plan also builds on 
the Declarations issued at the toronto (2008) 
and cape town (2011) science centre world 
congresses. the summit, to which ecsite was a 
partner, was hosted by technopolis, the flemish 
science centre, with cooperation from the 
royal belgian institute of natural sciences. you 
can find the complete mechelen Declaration, 
and photos of the entire summit, on the scws 
website: www.scws2014.org/

2.
quentin cooper: science 
journalist quentin cooper 
animates a plenary session at 
places of scientific culture. 
© places project

3.
signing the mechelen 
Declaration at the science 
centre world summit 2014 
© technopolis
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aRE TRaVEllIng ExHIBITIons 
PRoFITaBlE?
in our science center and museums community, 
the idea of valorizing in-house production by 
selling or renting exhibitions is still seen as a 
risky activity. but while public subsidies melt as 
snow under the sun, it’s time for science centres 
and museums to adopt a stronger commercial 
attitude toward productions and exploit the 
eu internal market to tour them. however, by 
doing so, they will have to compete with private 
companies who have the ambition to compete 
with science centres and museums to attract 
the general public to their “special exhibition”, 
most of which deal with science.
their main leaders met recently for a conference 
in berlin, germany, called tem 2013 – traveling 
exhibition meeting, www.touringexhibitions.org  
– which drew around 150 producers and 
promoters of exhibitions. they will meet again in 
munich in september 2014.
according to these producers who tour big 
shows around popular themes (titanic; 
tutankhamen; star wars; Dinosaurs, sharks, 
etc.), there is a growing demand for sci-
ence-based travelling exhibitions and the sector 
is said to be profitable. 
Driven by the dream to have “the blockbuster of 
the year”, these professionals offer an alterna-
tive to the standard science centre and museum 
fare by bringing their exhibitions to any part of 
a city where they put on an “exceptional show” 
with very little publicity. curators and pure 
scientists smile because in these “special exhibi-
tions” most of the objects are casts or reproduc-
tions. but science centre and museum managers 
have to admit that if traveling exhibitions have 
become a good source of income for show-busi-
ness professionals, then there’s no reason why 
science communication institutions shouldn’t 
also get a piece of the pie. 

olivier retout
ceo, lascaux international exhibition, 
Dordogne, france

Post exhibitions or find one to rent on  
Extra, Europe’s source for scientific travelling 

exhibitions, www.extrascience.eu 

FIFTy yEaRs oF EuRoPEan 
cooPERaTIon In sPacE [1]
in 1964, the conventions of the european 
launcher Development organisation (elDo) 
and the european space research organisation 
(esro) entered into force. a little more than a 
decade later, the european space agency (esa) 
was established, taking over from these two 
organizations.
2014 will be dedicated to addressing the future 
in the light of these 50 years of unique achieve-
ments in space, which have put esa among the 
leading space agencies of the world.
esa, together with the national delegations from 
its 20 member states, the space industry and 
the scientific community has made a differ-
ence for europe and its citizens. fifty years of 
european cooperation in space is an anniversary 
for the whole space sector in europe, which can 
be proud of its results and achievements. it is 
a testimony that when member states share 
the same challenging objectives and join forces, 
europe is at the leading edge of progress, inno-
vation and growth, for the benefit of all citizens.

science centres and museums can mark these 
50 years of achievement by downloading a 

promotional projection screen of a stunning 
satellite image of Europe.  

go to the Esa website: www.esa.int/about_us/
Exhibitions/Highlights/Europe_in_space 

Maria Menendez
head of corporate exhibitions and 
events office, 
esa, paris france

FRoM FlaMEs To lIgHTs  
In naPlEs [2] 
the science centre of città della scienza in naples 
went up in flames on 4 march 2013. about 8,000 
square meters of exhibitions and facilities were 
devastated in few hours. this criminal attack was 
unacceptable for the entire community, because 
when you destroy a book, a picture, or a museum 
you destroy also the soul of a people. 
founders of città della scienza, all neapolitan 
and italian citizens, are still firmly asking that 
the people responsible for this criminal act face 
justice. the science centre was the cultural 
hearth of città della scienza, a place visited 
by 350,000 people each year to discover and 
debate science and technology.

it’s important to recall that, in the early 
hours of the fire, while we watched 
astonished at the burning in the night, the 
first messages of solidarity flowed from the 
rest of europe and the world.

on 10 march 2013, the first sunday after the 
fire, a flash mob gathered 15,000 people at 
città della scienza in a joyful demonstration to 
denounce this criminal act and to give evidence 
of the value of città della scienza.
italian members of european parliament organ-
ized a special event at the european parliament 
on 9 april 2013, promoted among others by 
antonio tajani, vice president of the european 
commission, to a crowded room in the altiero 
spinelli building.
hundreds of events (concerts, tv programs, 
conferences and debates, theatres and shows) 
have been held in italy and in europe during 
these twelve months as a sign of moral support 
and to collect funds.
more than 1.5 million euros have been collect-
ed until now, of which 0.5 million came from 
small donations from citizens (through text 
messages and crowd funding); 0.4 million from 
associations, cultural organizations, schools 
and universities; and the rest from larger private 
enterprises such as the naples soccer club. 

1. 
english projection backdrop 
marking 50 years of european 
space exploration. © esa 
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gooD REaDs
The Internet of Vegetables: How cyborg Plants 
can Monitor our World, klint Finley, WIRED, 
30 January 2014
“in the not too distant future, we could see 
cyborg plants that tell us when they need more 
water, what chemicals they’ve been exposed to, 
and what parasites are eating their roots. these 
part-organic, part-electronic creations may even 
tell us how much pollution is in the air. and yes, 
they’ll plug into the network.” www.wired.com/
wiredenterprise/2014/01/internet-plants/ 

Palestinian and Israeli chemists meet in 
Malta, science Blogs, Weizmann science Writer, 
3 February 2014 
“billions of dollars are being spent on weap-
ons of mass destruction. a small fraction of 
that could go so far to engage more israeli and 
arab scientists in collaborative projects in 
order to create a critical mass that will bring 
about peace.” the speaker is Dr. Zafra lerman, 
president of the malta conferences foundation, 
which organizes conferences in nonaligned 
malta for israeli, palestinian and middle eastern 
scientists. these bi-annual conferences, 
attended by researchers from egypt to saudi 
arabia, focus such neutral topics as materials 
science, as well as common interests like water 
and environmental issues.” scienceblogs.com/
weizmann/2014/02/03/palestinian-and-israe-
li-chemists-meet-in-malta/ 

Design museums pay homage to digital 
revolution, alice Rawsthorn, The new york 
Times, 4 February 2014
“people are now much more sensitive and liter-
ate about design, and have realized that it con-
cerns and represents them as citizens, not mere 
consumers,” said paola antonelli, the senior cu-
rator of architecture and design at the museum 
of modern art in new york. “museums need to 
reflect that.” www.nytimes.com/2014/02/04/
arts/design/04iht-Design-museums-pay-hom-
age-to-Digital-revolution.html?_r=0 

spontaneous initiatives have also come from 
the public sector such as sponsorship by the 
assembly of regions for the realization of a 500 
square meter outdoor facility where hands-on 
exhibits, coming from the exploratorium in san 
francisco, have been installed; or the funding 
by the european commission of an exhibition on 
responsible research and innovation related 
to oceans and marine issues, which will be the 
centre of the next edition of futuro remoto at 
the end of october 2014.
thanks to this wave of solidarity, and support 
from ecsite institutions all over europe, città 
della scienza has mustered the energy to build 
pillars for reconstruction in the next years and 
resume some public programmes in the undam-
aged buildings – first, through exhibitions in 
april, summer camps in July, and exhibitions on 
neurosciences and dinosaurs in november. more 
than 50,000 people visited these new exhibi-
tions in the first three months of re-opening. 
significant projects have launched with the 
italian ministry of research and education: 
the implementation of the national initiative 
“logicamente” to raise science, technology, 
engineering and math skills in italian schools 
and development an exhibit fab lab.
the new science centre will be built where the 
previous one was located, in a modern and sus-
tainable building and within the urban planning 
programme of the city of naples for the requali-
fication of the coastline. 
the intermediate step will be the launch of 
corporea, the thematic building on health issues 
and the human body which will open to the 
public at the end of 2015.
exciting challenges are on the horizon for our 
new science centre which will overlook the bay of 
pozzuoli, in the phlegrean fields. the term “phle-
grean” means “burning” – from the greek “flego” 
– because of its volcanic origin, where once upon 
a time greeks and romans chose to live because 
of the beauty and the fertility of these lands.

Vincenzo lipardi
ceo, città della scienza, naples, italy

one of london’s oldest museums will offer 
‘after Dark’ tours via robot, Emily Price, 
engadget, 6 February 2014 
“we've seen telepresence robots used by every-
one from doctors to check on remote patients 
to a student who needs to attend class. now a 
robot is being used for a new purpose: muse-
um tours. soon you'll able to stage your own 
night at the museum, after hours at london's 
tate britain through a new project called after 
Dark.” www.engadget.com/2014/02/06/
tate-museum-robots/

assessing scientific citizenship through science 
centre visitor studies, andrea Bandelli, Journal 
of science communication, 13 March 2014
as science museums and centres (smc) broaden 
their practices to include the development of 
scientific citizenship, evaluation needs also to 
take account of this dimension of their practic-
es. it requires complex methods to understand 
better the impacts of public participation in 
activities mediated by smc, including their 
impacts on the governance of the smc them-
selves. http://jcom.sissa.it/archive/13/01/
Jcom_1301_2014_c05/ 

Impacts of science communication on publics, 
cities and actors, gema Revuelta, Journal of 
science communication, 13 March 2014
an evaluation toolkit developed as part of the 
eu-funded places project was applied in 26 
case studies across europe. results show, 
among other things, the contribution of science 
communication initiatives to public curiosity, 
professional networking and perception of cities 
where these initiatives are stronger. http://jcom.
sissa.it/archive/13/01/Jcom_1301_2014_c01/ 

2.
4 march 2014 : one year later: 
a new project for città della 
scienza is emerging from an 
agreement among the ministry 
for territorial cohesion, the 
regional government, the city 
of naples and fondazione idis-
città della scienza.

2.
the majestic citta della scienza 
before 4 march 2013. 
© città della scienza.
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Camille Pisani, Director of the royal Belgian 
institute of Natural sciences (rBiNs) in 
Brussels, Belgium, brought leadership 
and expertise to the tough role of annual 
Conference Programme Committee Chair for 
the past four years. The aCPC is crucial to the 
life of the ecsite network – and the broader 
science communication field – because it 
dictates the content of europe’s largest science 
communication gathering. Camille passes the 
Chairpersonship torch to Mikko Myllykoski, 
experience Director at heureka, The Finnish 
science Centre, Vantaa, Finland, after this 
year’s conference. 

here, she reflects on her experience.

none of us on the acpc 
would dare to say it, but 
i'm sure it happened to 
each of us at least once 
to find ourselves feeling 
like the great tailor 
of the ecsite annual 
conference, designing in 
the background what our 
field will share at centre 
stage. but exactly as it 

happens in the secret life of walter mitty, the 
reality reminds you that serving on the acpc is 
first and foremost a responsibility – a realization 
that always prevents us from succumbing to the 
Dark side of the force. 
my experience on the acpc has also brought 
me important and valuable input to operate in 
my home institution and country. i step down 
because it is quite heavy to carry it together with 
the direction of a large institution in troubled 
times, with too many meetings and travels, 
too much work. but i still know i will miss an 
important source of information (and pleasure), 
i will dearly miss my friends from this group. 

the acpc is the place 
to be if you want a) 
to be provided with a 
broad sample/overview 
of what happens in 
our field, the projects 
made, the experiences 
gathered, the lessons 
learned, the questions 
raised, and b) to have 
lively discussions with 
experienced colleagues, linking proposals, ideas, 
or people together, crossing their views, linking 
their networks and connections. i never stopped 
learning there. 
the best part of chairing the acpc is the 
incredible pleasure of discovering ideas or 
initiatives you've never heard of and would 
never have found by yourself, the incredible 
pleasure of giving them a voice and a stage, the 
incredible pleasure of being surprised, whatever 
your experience may be.
of course there are also forgettable proposals, 
too - just “show and tell" or "business as usual" 
styles, but the complete novelty of some 
proposals is what remains in my memory. 
memorable proposals always offer new ways 
to engage people, new views on old things, 
new fields to explore. i’m thinking of the nerd 
café. soft-toy-ology. exhibition in water. the 
grand bazaar and maker’s space. the wonderful 
fundraising movie from croatia (by the way, 
countries and regions we could hardly even 
reach when i started, or in which the sole idea 
of a science centre was quite new - the middle 
east, north africa, former east-european 
countries. people from these places are now 
colleagues as well as friends. our world has 
grown and has become smaller at the same 
time. strange feeling.) 
it’s great to still uncover surprises after working 
in this field for over 30 years. 

it’s great to still 
uncover surprises 
after working 
in this field for over 
30 years. 
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THE EVIDEncE Is In: scIEncE cEnTREs MaTTER
now that the ecsite annual conference is on everybody’s agenda, John 
falk and his team just came out with exciting news for the science centre 
community (for an in-depth look, read "evidence of impact" by John 
falk, et al., on page two). the most recent large scale empirical study in 
our field, the international science centre impact study, a consortium 
of 17 science centres in 13 countries, provides impressive evidence 
that museum and science centre experiences positively correlate with 
increased indicators of science and technology literacy.
of course we all feel deep in our hearts that it cannot be otherwise. we 
see it every day in the eyes of our visitors, in the active engagement of 
the communities we serve. the difference now is that we have a deeper 
understanding of the extent to which it happens, in which dimensions of 
science and technology literacy, what kind of visitor experience works 
better, and with whom. furthermore, we have now fresh tools in our 
advocacy programmes, new and stronger evidence that science centres 
matter for their communities, regions or countries. 
this study provided unprecedented feedback to the entire world of 
museums and science centres. we have learned that the more frequent, 
the longer, and the more recent the science centre experience, the 
stronger its correlation with knowledge, interest and engagement with 
science in and outside school. this is a cumulative effect that has direct 
implications for practice, particularly regarding adults who have visited 
our centres as part of an out-of-school experience. indeed, the findings 
suggest that these kinds of visits, when lasting for more than five hours, 
show the strongest correlation with a science and technology literate and 
engaged citizenry.
having participated in this international effort, i would also like to 
bear witness to the extraordinary learning opportunity provided by a 
collaborative process that has joined so many science centres worldwide. 
again, another evidence of how far science centres and museums can 
reach when they work together for a common purpose. the ecsite annual 
conference is another telling example of the power of cooperative work. 
the presentation of this study will make it even more interesting.

rosalia Vargas
president of ecsite,
and ciência viva - pavilion of Knowledge, 
lisbon, portugal
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Join the panel 
session, Inside the 

International science 
centre Impact study, 

from 9:00h to 10:15h, 
Friday 23 May,  

at the Ecsite annual 
conference 2014.
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Museon hosts the 25th ecsite AnnuAl 
conference: PeoPle, PlAnet, PeAce, 
22-24 MAy 2014. 
www.ecsite.eu/AnnuAl_conference 
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Exposition art robotique at la Cité des sciences et de l'industrie, paris, France, 
until 4 January 2015. With collaboration from EpIdEmIC. 
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